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Federation of Fryern Infant and Fryern Junior Schools

Computing Policy

Rationale

A high-quality computing education equips pupils to use computational thinking and creativity to understand and change the world. Computing has deep links with mathematics, science and design and technology, and provides insights into both natural and artificial systems. The core of Computing is computer science, in which pupils are taught the principles of information and computation, how digital systems work and how to put this knowledge to use through programming. Building on this knowledge and understanding, pupils are equipped to use information technology to create programs, systems and a range of content. Computing also ensures that pupils become digitally literate – able to use, and express themselves and develop their ideas through, information and communication technology – at a level suitable for the future workplace and as active participants in a digital world. 
National Curriculum 2013

It is our responsibility to ensure that the children at Fryern Infant and Fryern Junior Schools have the necessary computing skills to take their place confidently in society.

Vision

We believe that all children and staff should have the opportunity to develop the necessary skills for life in the rapidly changing and developing technological world of the 21st Century. The school should keep informed and be responsive to technological advance.  We aim to develop the children’s confidence and capability in the use of computing across the whole curriculum. We aim to deliver a curriculum which will create varied opportunities in which the children will be encouraged to identify situations where the use of computing will be relevant and appropriate. All staff will be enabled to have the skills and resources required to perform their roles efficiently and effectively. We will look to use new technologies to support teaching and learning, and enable effective communications with staff and parents. 
Aims

We aim to ensure that:

· We meet the aims and requirements of the National Curriculum
· Pupils can understand and apply the fundamental principles and concepts of computer science, including abstraction, logic, algorithms and data representation

· Pupils can analyse problems in computational terms, and have repeated practical experience of writing computer programs in order to solve such problems

· Pupils can evaluate and apply information technology, including new or unfamiliar technologies, analytically to solve problems

· Pupils and staff are safe, responsible, competent, confident and creative users of information and communication technology

· We have a relevant, challenging and enjoyable computing curriculum within the context of the creative curriculum and the changing world
· Staff are continually updated with computing skills to enable them to feel confident using ICT effectively in their teaching and professional role.
· Technology can be used as a tool to support teaching, learning and management across the curriculum and for learning at home
· A quality resourced environment is provided to support our vision. The schools computing resources are up to date, relevant and as extensive as possible.
Principles

The principles which underlie our approach are that:

· The status of computing within the school reflects its increasing importance in society;

· Computing is included as a strategy for teaching all curriculum areas;

· Computing should be taught within other subject areas and through discrete teaching.
· Quality of computing provision and teaching are of a consistently high standard;

· Safe and regular access to technology is guaranteed and reflects our Equal Opportunities Policy;
· Pupils and staff can keep themselves safe when using IT
· Resourcing for computing is subject to annual review in order to keep us up-to-date, within financial constraints

· Computing can support children with SEN through increasing access to the curriculum and enhancing language skills.

Role of the Teacher

The role of the teacher is to:

· Plan and deliver opportunities for all children to develop a broad range of computing skills
· Use Google Classroom to support home learning when children are required to self-isolate or during periods of lockdown;

· Keep up to date with new software and new technologies;

· Set achievable tasks and teach associated skills, 
· Manage planned computing activities efficiently, whilst allowing scope for incidental technology use;

· Be familiar with the language, hardware and software to be encountered;

· Establish a personal level of competence beyond that which is required to be taught;

· Use technology, where appropriate, as a tool to support their professional tasks
· Ensure all adults and children use and handle equipment in an appropriate way.

· Follow health and safety guidelines and the e-safety policy.

· Report pupil achievements in the annual report to parents.
Equal Opportunities

All children, regardless of gender, ability, race or religion, will have equal access to the computing curriculum and will have the opportunity to make the most of their own potential, within computing.

Internet Use

The schools work using the Hampshire IT package which provides a filtering system appropriate to the age of the pupils. As much as possible, pupils will only be granted access to resources that have been reviewed and evaluated prior to use. While pupils may be able to move beyond those resources to others that have not been evaluated by staff, they shall be provided with guidelines and lists of resources particularly suited to the learning objectives. Access to any inappropriate material and/or messages must immediately be brought to the IT Manager’s attention. Outside of school, families bear responsibility for such guidance. Parents will be asked if they are willing for their child’s image to appear on the school website. The IT manager regularly checks internet searches made by children and adults.
Google Classroom

Google classroom is used to provide remote learning access for children in years 1-6 who are required to self-isolate or during lockdown.   

The Stream
During a lockdown, the stream is a place for pupils and teachers to communicate about their work. Daily work and a message from the teacher will be here.
Google Meet

During a lockdown, this will be used as an opportunity for the teacher or LSA to meet with a class or group of children. When pupils access video conferencing through the schools learning platform, they should:
· Mute their microphones until asked to unmute them

· Use the chat box only when asked by the teacher
·  Not share video conference links with anyone else
If parents supervise pupils video conferencing at home, we respectfully ask that they

· Refrain from recording video conferencing in any manner

· As far as is possible provide a quiet place (not a bedroom) for the video conference to take place that avoids family interruptions. We recognise that is not always possible.

Acceptable Use of the internet

Safe Internet Use Policy

Fryern schools recognise the importance of computing and the internet as a valuable resource within our curriculum. The purpose of this section is to define safe practice for the whole school community.

PUPILS

In the interest of pupil safety, both at school and home, and to reduce the risk of pupils viewing unsuitable material on the Internet the following provisions are practiced. Regular e-safety messages are delivered through IT sessions, assemblies and safer internet day. Children are encouraged to use child friendly search engines.
Internet Safety

Children are told:

· Not to give personal information of any kind or the name and location of their school.

· Not to respond to messages which make them feel uncomfortable or threatened.

· To report to a responsible adult any information that makes them feel uncomfortable.

· To never send a photograph of them self without permission.

· To never agree to meet anyone that they may have befriended online.

· To talk to parents about their Internet use at home and have set guidelines for safe use.

· Passwords must not be given to anyone, even best friends, other than parents.

· To respect others when using the Internet and not intentionally do anything to hurt people.

· That social networking sites (e.g. facebook) are not for use by anyone under the age of 13

· To use online learning platform responsibly and to understand that this site is regularly monitored by staff

· Use e-mails responsibly.

Pupil Access to the Internet

· Pupils are carefully monitored when using the Internet and any inappropriate use is severely dealt with.

· Pupils are not allowed use of the computers during break times or lunch times without adult supervision.

· The Internet is filtered through the school’s Hampshire service providers.

· No system is 100% secure, so children are encouraged to report any unsuitable material that appears on their screens. This also teaches children to self-monitor which highlights awareness when surfing the Internet.

STAFF

· Staff must follow the schools’ acceptable use of IT policy.
Health and Safety
Children will be taught to handle equipment sensibly and safely. Computers are positioned in designated work areas, stored in lap top trolleys and used throughout the school. Wires and cables should be kept tidily and should not cross walkways. Computers and projector filters will be cleaned periodically. At the end of the day, all electrical items should be switched off.

This policy will be reviewed and agreed regularly by staff and governors.
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