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How reading and phonics is taught at the Fryern Schools

Phonics

At Fryern Infants, phonics is taught as the main approach to early reading and we use the Letters and Sounds scheme for this. Regular phonics sessions are taught in class every day. In phonic sessions children are taught to recognise letters, understand the sound they make and then blend them together to create words. Some words, which cannot be phonetically sounded out, are taught at each phase. These are “tricky words” and are taught through sight recognition. Children continue to apply their knowledge of phonics through other interactive reading activities with adults during the school day.
In 2012 a statutory check was introduced in Year 1. The check assesses phonics knowledge learnt in Reception and in Year 1. It was developed to help identify the children who need extra help with decoding and blending before they begin Year 2.

There are many great websites and apps to help support phonics at home. Here are some of our favourite used in school:

www.phonicsplay.co.uk
www.ictgames.co.uk
http://www.familylearning.org.uk/phonicsgames.html
Phase 1 focuses on children listening and remembering all kinds of sounds, including musical instruments and sound walks outside.

Phase 2 includes learning the 26 single letter sounds, progressing to some double letter sounds eg. Ff, ll, ss, ck. By the end of the phase children will be able to read and spell some cvc words by blending and segmenting.
Phase 3 includes learning to blend and segment sounds to read and spell simple 2-syllable words and learning some new spelling patterns eg. ch, sh high, oo, are, ar, ow

Phase 4 revises phase 3 and children learn to blend and segment CVCC (consonant,vowel,consonant,consonant) and CCVC (consonant,consonant,vowel,consonant) words as well as practising some high-frequency tricky words. 
Phase 5 includes further high frequency words, three-syllable words and alternative pronunciations for different spelling patterns, eg. ‘ou’ as in you, out, boulder. They will learn to choose the appropriate grapheme for accurate spelling.
Phase 6 includes the teaching of suffixes (ed, ing) and prefixes (un, in).  

It is our expectation that most children will be secure at Phase 5 by the end of year 1 as this forms the context for the phonics screening test in the Summer term.
Further detail on the spelling patterns taught within each phase is available from your child’s class teacher. Children’s capacity to write letters depends on physical maturity. We follow kinetic letters handwriting programme to support with this.
Phonics Vocabulary

Phoneme- The smallest unit of sound. There are approximately 44 phonemes in English (it depends on different accents). Phonemes can be put together to make words.

Grapheme- A way of writing down a phoneme. Graphemes can be made up from 1 letter e.g. p, 2 letters eg ,sh, 3 letters e.g. tch, or 4 letters e.g. ough

GPC- this is short for Grapheme Phoneme Correspondence. Knowing a GPC means being able to match a phoneme to a grapheme and vice versa.

Digraph- A graphme containing two letters that make just one sound (phoneme)

Trigraph- A grapheme containing three letters that makes just one sound (phoneme)

Blending- This involves looking at a written word, looking at each grapheme and using knowledge of  GPCs to work out which phoneme each grapheme represents and then merging these phonemes together to make a word.

Segmenting- this involve hearing a word, splitting it up into the phonemes ( sound talk/ sounding out) that make it, using knowledge of GPCs to work out which grapheme represent those phonemes and then writing those graphemes down in the right order.

Alien words- These are “made up “words which test the children’s knowledge of known phonemes.

Reading

Our reading scheme comprises a variety of books including Oxford Reading Tree, Jelly and Bean, Treetops, and Rigby Star.  Books are colour banded according to reading ages.  In year R children begin by reading books with no writing and are encouraged to talk about the pictures. They progress through the scheme at their own rate throughout the school.

In the infant school children have different weekly opportunities to read in school including 1:1 with an adult as well as group reading. In the junior school children will be taught the skills of reading though daily guided reading. Additional support for those children who need to develop their reading skills is provided e.g. phonic knowledge, fluency or comprehension 
We have a bank of parent volunteers who come in to read with children on a regular basis. Children can change their reading book every day.

In addition to this there are many other opportunities to promote a love of reading across both schools, eg. whole class novels, world book day, library visits and winter warmers events ( parent and child reading in school together).  

Both libraries are open each morning and children can choose 2 library books at a time to enjoy at home.

We believe that reading at home is vital for reading development so both schools run a ‘Reading Reward Scheme’ where home reads are counted weekly and certificates and badges are given in celebration assembly. Children in KS1 and KS2 record their reading in their reading journals.
The children also have access to an online reading scheme called BugClub where they can read a book online and answer questions related to it.

